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Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Position Statement (April 2014) 
 

Renewable Energy in the 
Suffolk Coast & Heaths Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Introduction 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) are designated by the Government for the 
purpose of ensuring that the natural beauty of the finest landscapes in England and Wales 
are conserved and enhanced.  
 

Purpose 
This position statement, endorsed by the Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Partnership, 
provides guidance to local planning authorities, landowners and other interested parties 
regarding development proposals for renewable energy technologies in the Suffolk Coast & 
Heaths AONB.  
 

Background 
The Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Partnership supports renewable energy generation 
within the AONB or contiguous areas provided it is consistent with conserving and 
enhancing the natural beauty of the area.  The Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Management 
Plan 2013-18, endorsed by all the local authorities that contain AONB has objective 2.10:  

 

Small-scale renewable energy developments are supported in the AONB where they 
are in keeping with conserving and enhancing natural beauty and do not detract from 
landscape character, either individually or cumulatively1 

 

This position is in line with Government Policy on renewable energy and for developments 
within protected landscapes as described in the National Planning Policy Framework which 
gives AONBs the ‘highest status of protection.’2 
 

Position 
The Partnership recognises that small scale renewable energy projects may contribute to 
reducing emissions and may be accommodated within the AONB landscape without 
causing significant harm. 
The Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Partnership consider that the contribution to renewable 
energy targets that can be made from within the AONB or in a setting adversely affecting its 
natural beauty is small, while the potential harm to a national asset is large.  
 

The question of what constitutes small scale development is crucial as is the impact any 
development would have on the landscape and its character.  Development applications 
within the AONB need to be judged on their individual merits. Development within existing 
settlements where there is a prevalence of man made structures may cause less adverse 
impact on landscape character than those in the open countryside.   
 

The Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB partnership considers: 
 

                                                 
1
 Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Management Plan 2013-18, p65: 

http://www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org/about-us/aonb-management-plan/  
2
 National Planning Policy Framework, para 115:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2  

http://www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org/about-us/aonb-management-plan/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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 Large scale developments for renewable energy within or affecting the setting of  
the AONB are likely to be inappropriate. 
 

 Additional benefits offered by community proposed developments will be considered 
when responding to applications. 

 

 Small single wind turbines promoted by local communities and individual businesses 
and designed to produce energy for local use are likely to be more easily accepted in 
the AONB. 
 

 Small scale photovoltaic installations promoted by individuals, local communities and 
individual businesses and designed to produce energy for local use may prove to be 
acceptable in the AONB.  Visual impacts of such installations, including the 
infrastructure required for tracking, should not significantly impact adversely on the 
landscape character and biodiversity of the AONB. 
 

 Ground source heat pumps are likely to have minimal adverse landscape implications. 
 

 Small scale hydro-electric schemes are welcomed where biodiversity issues are 
mitigated. 
 

 Small scale biofuel schemes are welcomed where issues relating to traffic flow; 
landscape character and biodiversity do not significantly impact upon the AONB. 
 

 Small scale bioenergy schemes are a welcome contribution to farm diversification 
where they do not significantly adversely impact upon landscape and biodiversity. 
 

All development can have a positive or negative impact upon the landscape. The 
Partnership would wish to work with developers to minimise any adverse impacts on the 
landscape.   
 

The Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Partnership recognises that new technologies for 
renewable energy technology develop rapidly and they may update this position statement 
at any time.  

 

National Policy 
The National Planning Policy Framework seeks to ‘help increase the use and supply of 
renewable and low carbon energy’ but adds the caveat ‘ensuring that adverse impacts are 
addressed satisfactorily, including cumulative landscape and visual impacts’3 
 

The Department for Energy and Climate Change UK Solar PV Strategy Part 2, April 2014, 
notes in paragraph 654:  
 

The Solar PV Roadmap set out as one of its four principles that support for solar PV should ensure proposals 
are appropriately sited, give proper weight to environmental considerations such as landscape and visual 
impact, heritage and local amenity 
 

And further notes the importance of the Solar Trade Association’s 10 commitments that 
includes: 
 

2. We will be sensitive to nationally and locally protected landscapes and nature conservation areas, and we 
welcome opportunities to enhance the ecological value of the land. 
 

For further information 
Contact the Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB on 01394 384948 or Schaonb@suffolk.gov.uk  

                                                 
3
 National Planning Policy Framework, para 97: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2  
4
 Department for Energy and Climate Change UK Solar PV Strategy Part 2: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/302049/uk_solar_pv_stra
tegy_part_2.pdf  

mailto:Schaonb@suffolk.gov.uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/302049/uk_solar_pv_strategy_part_2.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/302049/uk_solar_pv_strategy_part_2.pdf

