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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Introduction 

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) are designated by the Government for the 
purpose of ensuring that the natural beauty of the finest landscapes in England and Wales 
is conserved and enhanced. The AONB Partnership produces occasional position 
statements outlining its position on specific issues. 
 

Purpose 
This Position Statement, endorsed by the Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Partnership1, 
provides the view of the Partnership to local planning authorities, landowners, residents and 
others interested in the Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB. 
 

Background 
The Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB Management Plan 2013-18 objective 1.7 that states: 
 

There is a reduction in the effects of pollution on sea, coast and estuary environments 
 

Position 
It is considered by the Partnership that balloon and sky lantern releases have the potential 
to adversely impact upon the special qualities of the area and are not supported by the 
Partnership. 
 
The Partnership takes this position as: 
 

1. There is a risk of harm to wildlife, particularly marine wildlife, and livestock 
(ingestion, entanglement, entrapment, panic) from released balloons and sky 
lanterns.  

2. Unexpired sky lanterns pose a fire hazard and may be mistaken at sea for distress 
flares. 

3. Both contribute to the defacement of land by litter and waste and incur clean-up 
costs (in 2013 the average density of balloons and balloon pieces found on UK 
beaches was 12.20 items/km)2 

 

                                                 
1
 Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB is made up of public, private and third sector organisations with an 

interest in the area. Details at: http://www.suffolkcoastandheaths.org/about-us/ 
2
 from Marine Conservation Society “Pollution Policy & Position Statement” www.mcs.org 
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View from other organisations 
The Chief Fire Officers Association, National Farmers’ Union, Women’s Farmers Union, 
Marine Conservation Society, Country Land and Business Association and the RSPCA are 
amongst those urging individuals, event planners, retailers and charities to use alternatives 
to sky lanterns and balloons. 
 
The RNLI receive a large number of false alarm callouts caused by sky lantern releases 
that are confused with distress flares. 
 
Suffolk Fire and Rescue Group, Master Thatchers and Suffolk Wildlife Trust have also 
noted their concerns.  
 
Suffolk Coastal, Tendring, Babergh, Waveney, Suffolk Councils have all banned balloon 
releases from their land or do not support the release of balloons or sky lanterns.  
 
In addition the Marine Conservation Society, RSPCA, RSPB, Keep Britain Tidy and the 
National Farmers Union have for many years called for bans on mass balloon releases. 
 

For further information 
Contact the Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB office on 01394 445225 or 
schaonb@suffolk.gov.uk  

mailto:schaonb@suffolk.gov.uk

