Sustainable Development Fund projects supported 2013-14
A total of £39,652 in project funding was awarded to 12 projects in 2013-14
1. RSPB/Shotley Parish Council


£1,300
Erwarton Bay Mudflats reserve Information Board, Shotley Gate: Produce 1 information board to inform the local community and visitors of the importance and sensitivity of these internationally important mudflats for thousands of wintering birds.

2. Stanny Environment Group



£3,000
Predation studies for farmland birds: This grant application is for specialist monitoring equipment which will help with research into the breeding success of two farmland bird species on the Suffolk coast.  The work, if successful, will help slow the national decline in populations of Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus and Redshank Tringa totanus.
3. Suffolk Wildlife Trust




£7,500
Hazelwood Marshes - ground nesting birds: nest predation by foxes is reducing wader breeding success at Hazelwood Marshes to below the levels needed to sustain the population.  The project will use an innovative fencing approach to increase chick survival.

4. Dunwich Greyfriars Trust



£2,302
Conservation tools for Dunwich Greyfriars Wood: Purchase of basic hand tools and powered equipment including training for woodland habitat restoration and conservation
5. Quiet Lanes Suffolk
`



£3,000 
Establishing, in cooperation with SCC Highways, a 2013 pilot scheme of 6-10 quiet lanes in parishes of our AONB with accompanying campaign for their considerate use by all.  If successful in that first phase, Quiet Lanes will then be extended in Phase 2 in 2014 elsewhere in the AONB, and subsequently beyond the AONB in Suffolk.

6. Deben Estuary Partnership



£3,600
Research to evaluate key areas for birds, issues, & opportunities for enhancement, and identify key high tide roosts for SPA birds and other important species within the Deben estuary and its hinterland. It will identify practical measures to reduce disturbance and to enhance habitats and biodiversity. 

7. SEEN (Suffolk Environmental Education Network)
£5,100
Be SEEN outdoors in Suffolk - One stop shop for teachers - Encouraging outdoor learning in the Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB by schools throughout Suffolk; Making it easier for teachers to provide outdoor learning; Enabling children and families to connect with their local landscape; Highlighting services and support for teachers to do outdoor learning.

8. Xceptional Productions with Dean Parkin

£2,850
Poetry project - The project will run a series of participatory awareness-raising sessions focused on a) young children in schools and b) elderly people in care homes to write and research poems celebrating the land and seascape of the Suffolk Coast and Heaths area.  Results from the project will be published online and circulated to other schools/care homes in the area.

9. Aldeburgh Food & Drink Festival


£4,000
Support to 60+ events across Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB celebrating, promoting and educating people about the areas food and drink industries. Promotion of field to fork mentality and reduction of food miles.75+ events celebrating, promoting and informing people about local food and its producers, to help people reconnect with the countryside, the sea and the food it provides.

10. Martlesham Heath SSSI 



£4,000
Provision of Information Boards and Improvement to Paths on Martlesham Heath SSSI.  The project will provide improvements for visitors to Martlesham Heath SSSI by designing and installing three information boards and opening up overgrown paths.
11. Levington Saltmarsh Restoration & Beneficial Use of Dredgings Project 









£2,000

Restoration and creation of 10 hectares of saltmarsh across two SSSI & SPA habitats, Levington Creek and west of Loompit lake mudflats, using maintenance dredgings from Suffolk Yacht Harbour. The recharge aims to replenish degraded and denuded saltmarsh where marsh lowering is being seen. The sites are important interlinking habitats to the adjacent Suffolk Wildlife Trust (SWT) reserve and are noted as the most important high tide roost in the Orwell estuary by SWT.

12. Coastal & Riverine Patrols 2014


£1,000

Enabling the Felixstowe Volunteer Coast Patrol Rescue Service to continue to offer marine safety patrols along and the coast and in the rivers Orwell, Stour, Deben and Alde & Ore.
